THE GABINET AND THE GUTS

A SECTION of the Cab-
inet says it does not
agree with the impos-
ition. of any more cuts.
““There isn’t anything
left .to cut anyway’’,
says one Minister, acc-
ording to the press.

One of the Cabinet
‘Left’, Peter Shore, the
man closest to the coun-
cil cuts of this past year,
says: ‘‘The cry for very
major cuts in public ex-
penditure is part of a
massive Conservative
attack on the very found-
ation of the welfare state,
and our present economic
situation provides them
with a smokescreen be-
hind which to act —
though it is far from pro-
viding them with any
good reason for doing
so’’.

Benn says it is time to
operate what he calls
‘The Alternative Strat-
egy’ — import controls,
an enlarged role for the
National Enterprise
Board and a partial nat-
ionalisation of the big
financial institutions.

That is what they say.
But what are they doing?

Dec. 8th to 15th

LAST WEEK Len Murray used
one of Labour’s broken promis-
es as an excuse to visit the
Prime Minister. He told the
press he was going to No. 10 to
complain about the Govern-
.ment’s abandonment of a pro-
mised plan to have statutory
safety = representatives  in
industry.

But when he came out the
complaint about the broken
promise was forgotten. Instead
he made a clear commitment to
continue the social contract, in
the form of new wage curbs.

Meanwhile in Parliament
Healey was talking about the
need for a two- or even three-
year ‘stabilisation plan’. Here
were all the signs of a carve-
up: Healey recognised that the
Cabinet would not agree to the
£3 billion worth of public
spending cuts recommended
by the Treasury as blood-
money for the IMF loan; at the
same time he also realised that
the social contract would not
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survive so massive an attack on
working class living standards.

So Healey moves towards a
compromise, while on the other
side Murray uses this ‘concess-
ion’ to sell another couple of
years of wage freeze.

Everyone in the Cabinet
knows that whatever the final
deal, it must not cause the
social ~ contract to collapse.
And so does the IMF. They
don’t want a blow-up in Britain.
The British economy is near
to blowing a fuse — but the
world system of which it is a
part can still afford to take
some of the overload.

A deal exchanging the £3.9
billion loan for limited cuts and
continued wage curbs would
serve their purpose. That is
Murray’s view too, speaking as
the voice of the working class
while all the time vibrating to
the pressures of international
capitalism.

But rising unemployment
and falling living standards will
not serve for the working class.

Instead of wage curbs, we
need, as a minimum, automatic
cost-of-living pay increases,
£1 for every 1% rise in a work-
ing-class-monitored cost-of-liv-
ing index. No new wage limit!

Instead of throwing workers
on the dole, working-time
should be reduced. Each shop
stewards’ committee should
calculate a work-sharing syst-
em, under workers’ control and
with no loss of pay, to stop any
loss of jobs. No cuts; no prod-
uctivity deals which reduce
jobs.

Instead of allowing the needs
of British capitalist recovery
to control our pay and condit-
ions, we should begin to fight
to impose workers’ control on
these issues.

Murray’s cap-in-hand
approach of gratitude that the
IMF didn’t want to push the
British welfare state to the
point where the fuses blow,
and therefore we should make
an agreement to help out —
this is the approach of a lackey
of Callaghan and of the capit-
alist system the Callaghan
government represents.

The power of the state, using
taxes and the social services to
manipulate real incomes, unit-
ed with a union bureaucracy
that is ‘running scared’, creates
a solid class-collaborationist
stranglehold. It is the passivity
of the ‘big battalions’, of the
organised working class, that
completes the class-collabor-
ationist circle.

The passivity is voluntary —
and that is the break in the
circle. The strength of the
working class, if it wants to use
it, is formidable and real.
So formidable and. real that
its latent threat ousts the Treas-
ury’s version of the IMF
demands.

We need tc make it more
than a latent threat — a real
open threat, not only to the
Treasury, but to Callaghan,
Foot, Healey, and the policies
they represent, too.



A FEW YEARS AGO Gerry Fitt re-
marked that Northern Ireland requir-
od its own Race Relations Act be-
cause they too had a colour discrim-
- Ination problem, the one between
orange and green. Now it has one.

Last week the Fair Employment
Northern ireland] Act came Into

B rce. Religious and political discr-
. imination in Northern Ireland Is now
' supposedily iliegal.

A whole series of laws from this
government have set out to promote
equal opportunity, fair yment
practices, and industrial peace:
the Trade Union and Labour Relat-
-ions Act 1974, the Employment Pro-

. tection Act 1976, the Equal Pay Act
{1970, but coming into force In late
1975), the Sex Discrimination Act
1975, and the Race Relations Act
1976 [soon to come Into force).

Channels

None of them have succeeded In
abolishing the discrimination and in-
justices supposedly deal with.
But success is not what they are
about. These laws offer genuine con-
oessions to the trade union bureau-
cracy and the conservative leaders of

~ the black community, and try to dir-
ect conflict arising from sex, race,
:\d class oppression into safe chann-

8. .

But the fraudulence of this legal
abolition of discrimination is doubly
clear in the case of Northern Ireland.
A foreign power (Britain) is occupy-
ing the North-East corner of Ireland.
The statelet maintained by the occ-
upation not only frustrates the asp-
irations of the Irish people for a unit-
ed 'and independent treland, it pro-
motes, maintains, initiates and vari-
ously reproduces circumstances
which necessarily discrimination In
every sphere of life against Cathol-
ics. The Northern Ireland statelet is
organised discrimination.

The Army of occupation systemat-
ically attacks the Catholic commun-
ity, while leaving the Orange para-
militarles relatively untouched. The
police force and bureaucracy are
heavily Protestant-dominated. The
Harland and Wolff shipyards labcur
force is almost entirely Protestant.
In the Short Strand area in East
Belfast (a Catholic enclave of 3000
people), there is 70% unemploy-
ment; and right in the middle of the
area Is the Sirocco Engineering
v‘?rks, employing just four Cath-
olics.

Nonsense

The idea that the British state
which Initlated and maintains this
statelet can legisiate its-fundamental
{eatures away in an anti-discrimin-

" ation law is nonsense. :

The Act has more in common with
the old (1968) Race Relations Act
than the new (1976) one and its part-
ner the Sex Discrimination Act. The

Fair Employment Agency for North-

ern Ireland which the Act establish-
es is not the ‘strategic’ type of body

the Equal Opportunities Commiss-

ion or the new Commission for Rac-
lal Equality are. Its constitution and
powers are more like the old, soon to
be defunct, Race Relations Board
(RRB).

The difference is that the Agency
is to deal only with empioyment,
whereas the RRB was. supposed to
cover housing, education, colour
bars in public places, etc. as well.
Complaints-are not to be taken by
individuals to industrial tribunals or
courts; rather the complaint ‘is re-
ferred to the Agency, which, like the
RRB, attempts conciliation and de-
cides what action it shouid take if
conciliation fails. '

Its range of possible action is as
narrow as the old RRB, pius a few

“ touches of black comedy. For in-

stance, the Agency Is, in time, to
produce a declaration of commit-
ment to the principle of equal opport-
unity, and seek signatures for it from
various employers and trade unions.
The Agency then keep a register of
those who have subscribed to the
‘Declaration of Principle and Intent’
and issues Equal Opportunity certif-
icates.

The Agency can punish people
who do not practise equal opportun-
ity but who have signed the declar-
ation — after the fallure of concii-
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A future on the dole for these Catholic kids — in a set-up policed by Britain

Northern Ireland’s ‘Fair Employment’” Legislation

CLEANSING THE AUGEAN |
STABLES WITH A DUSTER §

iatlon, of course — by removing their
name from the register and cancell-
ing their certificate. To be fair, of

course, they have right of appeal to

the Fair Employment Board, which
is set up for the purpose.

The Board does consider other
sorts of appeals, invoiving conciliat-
lon, declarations of intent, and so on,
before the courts or  fines are
involved.

Fluctuate

The prominence and importance

of the Act will probably fluctuate

with the gyrations of the various pol-
itical groupings and the resulting
-balance of forces. It is even possible
that just as the Industrial Relations
Act in Britain became a dead letter
while still officlally a law, the
struggle against the other IRA could

~ produce a similar fate for this law.

The whole enterprise — dealing
with sectarianism in Northern -ire-
land, individual case by individual
case — I8 like trying to cleanse the
Augean stables with a feather
duster. )

The Race Relations Board was an
educative body, and .so is the ‘Fair

Employment Agency for Northern
ireland’. The Act comes in shortly
after the publication by the govern-
ment’'s review team of their report
‘Economic and Industrial Strategy
for Northern lIreland’, and is cert-
ainly seen as part of an attempt to
promote ‘equal opportunity’ while
tackling unemployment in Northern

Ireland. The Agency will be attempt-
ing to educate Northern Ireland
employers, officials, trade union bur-
eaucrats, out of their bigotry -and
prejudice, to nurture the moder-
ate Protestant bourgeois/ Catholic
bourgeois bloc on which Britain's
waning hopes of a docile Northern
Ireland rest. ALAN CARTER

MMGRATION OFFICERS UNLEASHED
AGANST OVERSEAS STUDENTS

Against the background of a general-
ised attack on students in higher and.
further education, overseas students
have been singled out for special
attention. ' .
Tuition fees have been increased
massively. And in a recent draft circ-
ular, the Department of Education
(DES) has got together with the

Home Office to outline a scheme "to
-‘maintain’ an effective immigration

control”. The circular seeks the
cooperation .of college authorities to

. enforce this.

The fees are rising to £650 for

Tottenham Weekly Herald

RACISTS ON THE RUN

NORTH LONDON BRANCH of the
National Unlon of Journalists last:
week endorsed complaints against
three journalists from the ”"Totten-
ham Weekly Herald”. Articles writt-
en by these Journalists — one of

them' the paper’s editor — constit-

uted ‘‘material which encourages
discrimination on grounds of race’’,
the branch decided. These com-
plaints now join several others
against reporters, editors, sub-edit-
ors, and cartoonists, awaiting con-

sideration by the Union’s National

Executive. .
Action against racism In the

*Tottenham Herald” was Initiated
with a moetlnq, organised by the
Campaign A%: nst Racism in the
Medra (CARM), between Herald
Journalists and some of their black
and trade-union victims. The paper
has also been picketed twice by
local anti-racist groups. And at last
the chapel (office NUJ branch) is
bo&lnnlng to crack. ‘
evin Kavanagh, chief reporter

and a target of the complaints,
sought last week to commit the
chapel to his defence, but a motion to
that effect was soundly defeated.
The chapel went on to pass a resol-
ution acknowledging that some of
the stories in question should have
been handled differently, and ass-
erting that the chapel as a whole
had the responsibility of seeing that
the NUJ race relations guidelines are
observed.

Two members of the chapel have
now joined CARM. .
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CARM's tactics of working
through the NUJ machinery and at
the. same time mobilising the local
community are proving to be highly
effective.

Meanwhile, Kavanagh is havln* to
look elsewhere for support. The
"Daily Telegraph” last week devoted
two columns to peddling the most
lurid red-baiting stories, supplied
by him, about CARM and the auth-
ors of the complaint. He is also angl-
ing for the backing of Hugh Rossi,
Tory MP for Hornsey.

The war-ch, as usual, is ‘‘defend
freedom of the press’’. This hypo-
critical challenge is every day tak-
ing on a more precise rgt,eanlng:
“‘Defend racism in the press’’.

" =B

The ‘Press freedom’ merchants
will soon -have blgger fish to fry.
CARM has launched an open letter
to the labour movement, aimed at
keeping the National Front and Nat-
jonal Party off TV and radio at the
next general election, despite the
fact that they may. claim to be ‘en-
titied' to air time under the Rep-
resentation of the People Act. The
open letter also urges media workers
as well as blacks and labour move-
ment organisations to consider foll-
owling the exampie of CARM’s actlv-
ities around the "Tottenham Herald”
whenever racist material appears In

the local press. Organisations are

asked tﬂ endorse the open letter and
return Tt to CARM by 31st January
next year together with any amend-

ments they would like to make.
\We/l the undersigned resolve to give
full support to those media workers prepar-
ed to take a stand against racist propa-
ganda. We urge National Union of Journal-
ists branches and chapels and other media
unions to hold meetings with labour move-
ment and black representatives to discuss
race coverage. We urge black and labour
movement organisations, particularly Trad-
es Councils, to initiate such meetings where
an approach has not otherwise been made.
These meetings should insist that the
media should not be used for the express-
ion of overt racist views and policies, ex-
cept in the context of exposing the nature
of racism and fascism. Where the coverage
is racist and the media workers unresp-
onsive to discussion, actions such as pickets
and demonstrations should be undertaken.
We also recognise the extreme danger
posed by any future General Election, where

- the main fascist parties threaten to stand

sufficient candidates to ‘entitle’ them to
newspaper reports and party political broad-
casting. Such a powerful means of incite-
ment would place black people in extreme
jeopardy. .

We call on the labour movement, includ-
ing Labour MPs, but particularly the Assoc-
iation of Broadcasting Staffs, the National
Union of Journalists, and the Association of
Cinematograph and Television Technicians,
to take all necessary action to prevent the
National Front and National Party from
turning the General Election into a vehicle
for racist incitement.

Coples of the full open letter can
be obtained from CARM, 13 Cleve
Road, London NW6. JAMES RYAN

.come from under-develo|

undergraduates, £750 for graduate
courses. There is to be a 25% rise for
non-advanced and part-time courses,
which particularly affects colleges of
further education. : :
There I8, on the face of it, parity
between what home and overseas

students pay. But it is an illusion.

Overseas students have to find .the
money themselves, while any
students on a local authority grant
have their fees paid. In their case, it
is simply a matter of money being
transferred from one public authority
to another.
In a
"gqueeze the rich”, demagogues like
Tory Education spokesman Rhodes
Boyson have called for fee increases
as an assault on the "oil-rich”.
(Though they certainly wouldn’t

- support a revolutionary assault on

the oil- sheikhs and Sultans by their
oppressed psoples...?

ut in any case, it won’'t be the
few rich students who suffer: the
increase is a small hurdle for them.
The majority of overseas students
count-
ries. The real victims will be those
whose families have borrowed
money at extortionate rates in order
to send their children for education
overseas — an education that lust
woultin't be available at home.

. In many cases, overseas students
are the mainstay of certain courses.
To cut down their numbers will
simply mean that many courses are
ciosocx down and cease to be avail-
able to anyone.

The Cabinet apparently also
considered raising the fees for over-
seas students to over £2,000 (i.e. a
"tull cost” figure). This was rejected
for the time. being, but Is' by no
means ruled out.

The DES/Home Office circular
contains some astounding proposais.
For example immigration officials
(without exception the most ignorant
and bigoted racialists) are given
sweeping powers to "check that the

plicant’s documentary evidence of
his educational qualifications is
valid; that it meets the requirements
laid down by the college for the
course of study the applicant prop-
oses to follow and that the proposed
course is not clearly beyond his
capacity — having regard in partic-
ular to his command of English”.
This the officlal iIs empowered to do
even after a student has been
accepted for & cours» and despite the

flag-waving variant of '

fact that the same document (in an
obligatory nod in the direction of
decency) says that the Entry Clear-
ance Officer is not to be made an
arbiter of educational standards. .

Another proposal is that students
who fail exams during their courses
should be deported! i

Thus the machinery is being
wheeled into place to keep out for-
eign students, or deport them as
soon as they fail an exam or are late
paying their fees.

here have been two different res-

ponses 80 far to this attack.

At Teesside and Middlesex Poly-
technics, students occupied admin-
istration buildings in response to.
threats to-deport fellow students and
to get their college authorities to

pose the DES/Home Office
Circular. But while Teesside and
Middlesex led the way, The NUS
leadership advised students against
spreading the struggie on - the
grounds that it would be tactically
wrong at the present time to 'offend
the Labour Government’. )

In a document misnamed "Fight-
ing the Fee Increase”, they suggest

ressure on governors to -hold the
ees down, and if this fails, contin-
gency plans to set up a hardship fund

In response to the DES/Home
Office circular, NUS profess to be
"extremely concerned” about
raspects of immigration control”.
But nowhere does this concern run to
a single statement of opposition to
immigration control of students or
an¥_one else: just "aspects” of it.

' The message is clear: action like
that at Middiesex and Teesside can
win victories. The NUS approach will
win nothing but a kick in the teeth.

. Against any attempts to restrict
access by overseas students to
education in this -country, all
students must involve themselves in
the fight-back. We should mobilise
around the following demands:

@ Scrap tuition fees — no fees for
overseas students!

B No Immigration controis! No
deportations!

@ Full mandatory grant for all
students! .

# No college closures, no cutbacks.
B The Broad Left NUS leadership
must not be allowed to backslide.
They must be forced to link up
colleges that occupy in the fight for
the above demands.

STEVE PUNTER




Let the Labour ranks decide

CONFERENCE NOW!

" "THE MEN FROM THE |.M.F.

‘have made - their secret de-
mands on the Labour Govern-

- ment. The Cabinet is divided,

we are told, into three factions
that are moving towards a com-
promise: Callaghan’s cohort of
right-wing faithful; the unlike-
ly alliance of anti-deflationists
said to be lining up behind
Crosland, Lever, and Shirley
Williams; . and semi-lefts
around Foot, Shore and Benn.

They are manoeuvring and
jugglin% in order to find a deal
that will satisfy both the IMF’s
demands for a further squeeze
on the working class and the
Labour Government’s need
(appreciated by the IMF) not
to strain the ‘Social Contract’
too much.

Dr Witteveen, the IMF’s
managing director, has been in
London to discuss the deal.
The US Treasury chief, Mr
Simon, has also been to London
for consultations. And repres-
entatives of the British Treas-
ury and Foreign Office have
been to Washington and Bonn
for further consultations. )

Everybody is in on the act ex-
cept for the members of the
Labour Party themselves.
Neither the National Executive
Committee nor the Labour
Party Conference has been con-

sulted. Why not? There can be

no doubt that this is one of the
biggest political issues for a
long time, and the decision
should not be left to the Cabin-
et.... even if the Cabinet’s
record were not so notoriously

- anti-working-class.

The November 17th march
against the cuts had this to say

to the Government: It’s time to

change course. Who can dis-
agree with that? But the point
is: change the course to what?
and how to change the Govern-
ment’s course when the Gov-
ernment is clearly intent on
following the course of Tory-
ism? v

We say the Government’s
oourse must be to break with
the bosses -and bankers, and
take measures in the interest
of the working class. But how?
For the Government is not go-
ing to make that turn itself.

The answer lies firstly in dir-
ect action by the working class,
including direct action against
the Government when it does
not change course — and also
in the Labour Movement bring-
ing maximum pressure to bear
on the Government within the
Labour Party itself. That means
calling an Emergency Labour
Party Conference. Let the ranks
of the Labour Movement
decide!

You can talk about democr-
acy as much as you like, but
there is none . without at least
an Emergency Labour Party
Conference, with the delegates
from both the unions and the
constituencies mandated by the
rank and file.

Harold Wilson, James Call-
aghan, and Labour Party Gen-
eral Secretary Ron Hayward
last week all came out to attack
the ‘‘infiltrators in the Labour

REES DOES
THE CIAS
GAG JOB

WHEN HOME SECRETARY
Rees mounted the platform at

- Labour rty-TUC ~demoimstration
against m on November 21,

he was intending to deliver &
about the samctity of freedom
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of the British secret on
scale of Watergate the subsequ-
ent revelations of FBI and CIA actlv-
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ble here. The British Official
ts Act dwarfs anything on the
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Mass picket at the Home Office, 12 noon
on Saturday 11th December, followed by a
march to the US Embassy in Grosvenor Sq.

Outside London, organise a meeting in your

twown. Agee is touring Britain, and record-
ings of his speaking and TV film on the CIA
are available. Write to the Agee-Hosenball
Defence Committee, 186 Kings Cross Rd,
Yondon WCiX 9DE, or ring 01-278 4575 or
)1-251 3495, :

well as economic conditions ma;
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attach. The United States govern-

with less obvious methods.

If Aged is deported to the United
tates he will, at the least, be re-
quired to submit the manuscript of
everything he writes to the CIA for
censorship. This has already been
done to Victor Marchetti, the author

v

Party’’. Wilson, speaking in
Batley, attacked what he re-
ferred to as ‘‘the extreme left’’
as “‘political asset-strippers’’.
Callaghan, speaking the day
before in Leeds, claimed,
““There are too many of these
people who have infiltrated

“this party already. Get them

out!’””.  And usually mild-
mannered Ron Hayward added
his weight to the band-wagon
with the claim that the left were
plotting to destroy the work of
Labour MPs.

This is their response to the
exercise of a little democracy
in the Labour Party on the part
of those activists who carry the
weight of constituency organis-
ation, who are the Labour Party
in their localities. The real
asset-strippers, of course, are
those MPs like Wilson and Call-
aghan themselves who have in
their respective Governments

stripped the Labour Party of

much of its only great asset,
thedass support of the working

Let them explain-the results
of the 1970 election. Let them

- explain the mass exodus from
the Labour Party during Wils-
‘on’s 1964-70 term of office. Let

them explain the results of the
recent by-elections at Working-
ton, Walsall North, and last
week at Cambridge.

Wilson’s solutions are to
tighten the Labour Party rules
to make MPs practically
immune to attack from below.
Callaghan’s seems to be to lead
a witch-hunt — perhaps he in-

gee (to
of"'l'l'loClAundthe Cult o1 Intellig-
ence". -

Effectively, therefore, he will be
prevented from finishing projects he
is working on now, including an anal-
ysis of the CIA’s work in Europe and
an index of CIA agents throughout
the world.

CIA activity in Europe has recent-
ly assumed far greater importance
than for the last decade. With the
volatile political climate in Europe as
a whole, in the first case in Portugal
and Spain but also in Britain, we can
expect that US ‘covert’ activity has
now surpassed the level of the 1950s,
when the apparently genuine US
‘Socialist’ leader Norman Thomas
was used by the CIA to recruit Brit-
ish trade unionists in the cause of de-

~ North. The

SPECIAL

tends to unearth National Party
Organiser - Reg Underhill’s
document, shelved last year by
the NEC, investigating the act-
ivity of . Trotskyists in the
Labour Party.

As far as'Hayward is con-
cerned, it probably means that
he'is pushed by the right-wing
oppbsition in Transport House
which says that it will refuse to
work with the: newly-appointed
National Youth Officer, Andy
Bevan, whom the ”Daily. Ex-
press” describes as a ‘‘self-
oonfessed Trotskyite”’.

As usual, the attack by the
Labour Government on the
working class goes hand in

hand with an attack directly

on the organisations of the
working class. These attacks,
like the press and Parliament-
ary campaigns for postal ballots
in the unions and this current
attack on the Labour Party left,
are usually made in the name of
‘“democracy’’.

Their method is simple: to
oppose the active elements and
rest on the broad support of the
inactive and worst-informed.

The occasion for these att-
acks is, of course, the attempt
to unseat more right-wing MPs
after the successful campaigns
against Reg Prentice in New-
ham North East and Frank
Tomney in Hammersmith
latest target is
Neville Sandelson, MP for
Hayes and Harlington. -

An additional motive may be
that Wilson and Callaghan are

ice BOSS, with which Mark Hosen-
ball’s work has been mainly concern-
ed, is also close.

Stopping the deportation of Agee

o e e T
merely a ques! or
vights of two men, nor only of ensur-

Editorial
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clearing away any obstacles
that might stand in the way of a

“government. :of  national
unity’’. That is not an option
they - want immediately; but
they want to have it available.

Certainly this does seem t6
be part of the motivation
behind Reg Prentice’s pointless
show of disavowing his Trans-
port and - General Workers’
Union sponsorship. Once again
the self-proclaimed democrats
renounce all those things that
tie them to the mass of. the
workers or the party activ-
ists. Stripped of his trade union
sponsorship, what ‘‘assets’’
vt Reg Prentice have to re-
commend himself?

The Labour Party is neither a
party of democracy nor a party
for democracy — and more’s
the pity. Certainly the only
elements within it who are in
favour of there being democr:
Iaecfty within the Party are on the

In the case of ”"Tribune”, a
stand for democracy has been
rare. In the case of the "Milit-
ant” tendency, it has been less
rare, but far from frequent.
Waorkers’ Action is for the full-
est possible democracy inside

" the Party. We say:

Stop the witch-hunt!

No bans against individuals
and groups basing themselves
on the interests of the working

work was published, and where his
second may still be!

JAMES RYAN
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purely ecomomic.

The workers organised in this
movement called into .question
the state apparatus and the Tran-
sitional Government; they turned

and UNITA in the Transitional
government.
The central perspective was 7

against the presence of the FNLA §

the conquest of "Popular Power” iy
— which meant for them two §
very concrete things: the end of f4™
the colonial fascist system, the §
end of exploitation; and the
power of the workers themselves [
through their autonomous organs |
such as the workers’ commiss- F
ions and the neighbourhood com- |
mittees. From about January '75
onwards, "Popular Power” was
the slogan at the centre of the
struggles of the working class
movement.

Shortly after the formation of
the Transitional Government.
there took place in Luanda the
first "Week of Struggle for the
conquest of Popular Power”, and
this event gave a boost to the
unity of the working class around
this perspective of struggle. It
included a very large Popular
Assembly, which gave final and .
decisive proof of the existence of
a workers’ movement indep-

ON THE BRITISH left, there has
been littie discussion of the signifi-
cance of the MPLA’s victory in the
Angolan civll war. Even the inform-
ation is not avallable with which such
a discussion shouid begin. More
particularly, it Is not generally
known that there existed in 1974-5 a
working class movement, mainly
based in Luanda, which formed Its
own organs Independently of the
MPLA. These aimed to Install a
ngime of ‘popular power’ and were
aushed by the MPLA In the initial
stages of the civil war.

It is to redress this lack of inform-
stion and, we hope, to start a disc-
wsion on these questions that we
are publishing this Interview with

Paulo Quicuchi, a member of the
Angoian Trotskyist group 'Grupo
Revolucao Soclalista’ [Group of
Socialist Revolution], which took
place with a member of the German
group 'Spartacusbund’ in August
1976 and has been published by the
Spartacusbund as a pamphlet.
Comrade Quicuchi was active In
the movement he describes, which
was led by the Maoist group, the
CAC, and also by the GRS, the only
organisation to argue consistently

for the independence of the working
the petty-bourgeols

class from
MPLA. .

There are many criticisms we
would make on the positions the

comrade puts forward in the inter-

view [particularly on the lack of a
clear position on the nature of the
Angolan state or on the MPLA gov-
emment]. However, the Interview
affords information otherwise unav-
allable on the British left, and, more
importantly, its publication Is an act
of solidarity with those comrades
suffering from the repression which
the MPLA has unleashed against
the activists of the Independent
workers’ movement.

The first extract we are printing
describes the aims  and struct-
ure of the movement for ‘Popular
Power’. Comrade Quicuchi explains
eisewhere in the interview how the
independent workers’

>/ 8

movement
[based on the strong proletariat in

Luanda which came Into existence In
the last '60s] was formed as a re-
action to the continuing Portuguese
presence in Angola after Aprll 1974
and ralcst attacks of the whites on
the workers’ quarters in Luanda.
This initially resulted In the format-
lon of seif-defence committess and,
after a strike wave, in the formation
of workers’ commissions and neigh-
bourhood commissions.
The first article deals with the dev-
elopment of the movement from the
- constitution of the transitional gov-
ernment In January 1975 [in which
the MPLA sat with the FNLA and
UNITA] until the beginning of the
civil war and the Stalinist repress-
ion in the late summer of last year.

endent of the MPLA, with a
programme going well beyond
the content of the MPLA’s idea
of Angolan national liberation.

This first Week for Popular
Power involved the participation
of more than 100,000 workers. It
adopted three resolutions which
were sent to the government.

These contained a list of
demands defining the aims of the
workers’ movement: a govern-
ment formed from the workers’
commissions and the neighbour-
hood committees.

By May Day 1975 this move-
ment was in. growing conflict
with MPLA and FNLA. The
FNLA tried to prevent May Day
celebrations; the government
(which included . MPLA) also
adopted this stance. But finally
May Day was celebrated — on
May 22nd. Thousands of workers
took part, though the FNLA put
sentries around the Muceques (a
black quarter) to prevent the
workers going to the assembly
point. :

Slogans

The central slogans of the
' First of May’ were "Down with
the murderers of FNLA-UNITA"
and "For the establishment of
Popular Power”. - This slogan
expressed the resolve of the
workers’ movement to take the
struggle through to the final
destruction of -exploitation in
Angola. The workers knew the

example of Zaire and many other
countries. They knew about the
life of the workers in these

countries. They knew exactly.

what a transition of Angola from
a colony to a neo-colony would
mean. .
- Their programme of struggle
was aimed precisely to hinder
this development. :
Other events brought out the
growing combativity and resolut-
ion of this movement. There was
a series of strikes, including
some pretty militant ones. Partic-
ularly important had been the
strike at Textang, coming right at
the start of the independent
workers’ movement in
September 1974. This strike:was
of enormous political signific-
ance, giving a decisive impulse
to the self-organisation of the

. workers’ movement.

The Luanda dockers struck

three times within a year. One of
these strikes, in March 1975, was
against the conscription of the
dockers by the Transitional Gov-
ernment. The MPLA within the
Government supported this
measure of repression aimed to
boost productivity and end the
many small struggles in the port.

(ontrol

The movement of strikes and
demonstrations  against this
measure was so strong that the
Government had to back down
and withdraw the draft.

HEE Can you describe the

organs of Popular Power, partic-.

ularly the neighbourhood com-
mittees. In Portugal these
limited themselves throughout
the revolutionary process of a
few problems like the building of
new houses. In general they had
no comprehensive control over
the life and political development
of a neighbourhood. In which
neighbourhoods of Angola, or
Luanda, did the committees
exist? How did they function and
\ﬂvnh;t political tasks did they. ful-

OO Eventually,
neighbourhood committees in all
parts of Luanda, and some had a
special significance — those of
the districts of Sao Paulo,

there were

Prenda, Sambizanga, Marcal.

In contrast to what generally
would be expected in a period of
dual power, the workers’ com-
missions played, for almost the
whole time, a secondary role in
the political leadership of the
workers’ movement to that
played by the neighbourhood
committees. Without any doubt,
the latter developed more quickly
and took on a greater signific-
ance than the former. )

The neighbourhood commit-
tees were formed in Popular
Assemblies. They had a certain
number of members, and formed
sub-committees themselves: for
information and propaganda, for
political education, for technical
questions (building work, etc),

‘for health, and so on.

Suppress

The committees had two
parallel tasks. Firstly there was
the improvement of the living
conditions and general condit-
ions of life of the workers, the

creation of jobs, the organisation
of regular medical care; investig- -

ations were set up into the
workers’ conditions of life to
determine the most urgent needs
and dwellings were improved.

At the same time, the two sub-
committees for information and
propaganda carried out extensive
work of political education and
enlightenment for the working

ple and organised discussions
on the political perspectives for
the workers’ movement.

One fact explains why the
neighbourhood committees
played a more significant role
than the workers’ commissions in
the whole process: almost from
the moment of
(from January 1975, that is) the
struggles between the FNLA and
MPLA, including armed clashes,
was taking place in the ‘urban
districts. The FNLA was doing its
best to suppress the working
class movement there.

In addition, the workers’ living
conditions were miserable in the
extreme, so workers felt most
sharply the need to organise
themselves in this sphere, to
discuss their problems and
struggle for change through the
neighbourhood committees.

It may also be-significant that "

their creation:

than in the workers’ commissions
— perhaps because they had
more of an implantation in the
neighbourhoods than in the
factories.

The stronger -development of
the neighbourhood committees
eventually allowed their central-
isation in the Orgao Coordinador,
while the workers’ commissions
were ‘not centralised. There was
in fact an attempt to centralise
them in the final phase and a
meeting of workers’ delegates
was planned. But this was prev-
ented by the events of August/
September 1975.

With regard to demonstrat-
jons, calls to action etc. init-
iative lay in the hands the
Orgao Coordinador (often with
individual neighbourhood com-
mittees within it taking the lead
in these initiatives), which then
turned to the rank and file, i.e.
to the Popular Assemblies.

In all parts of the city, Popular.
Assemblies took place every

from the start the CAC« laid |-
more emphasis on their work in
the neighbourhood committees
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.

A further article will deal with the
course of repression since then and
the comrade’s current perspectives
for the Angolan revolutionary left.
We also hope to publish some of the
resolutions of the Popular Assembi-
les. and the Luandan dockworkers
[who were the spearhead of the
movement].

Many issues which are not dealt
with in these articles [for example,
the rols of the extreme left, the
current divisions Iin fne MPLA]
are discussed elsewhere In the inter-
view, which we may eventually be
able to print in its entirety as a pam-
phiet. We may also be able to arr-
ange a speaking tour for comrade
Quicuchl In Britain

.| were at this time taken prisoner

Sunday. The neighbourhood
committee would give a report on
its ‘activities during the week;
workers presented their prob-
- lems, and the neighbourhood
committee  discussed these
problems with them. In addition,
the current political situation was
on the agenda of all these meet-
ings, as was often the question of

_the tactics for the creation of -

Popular Power.
BB What was the level of

p-rdclgcﬂon of the workers in
these Popular Assemblies in the

different phases of the revolut-
bnary? process and in the civil
war

BB The level of participation
was always good, though it went
down nevertheless — and this
must be emphasised — when the
war came to Luanda i.e. during

the four battles of Luanda

during which the FNLA aimed

more at attacks on and murders
of the workers and preventing
the functioning of the neighbour-
hood committees, than at fight-

by the FNLA.
. But after these battles, the

again sharply.
The peak came in the period of

.| preparation for and in the first
"+ phase of the civil war, when the

Orgao Coordinador’ and the

"4 Neighbourhood Committees put
o forward the slogan of the armed
gl people’s militia as the only way

to carry forward the revolution-
ary process and to take part in
the civil war against FNLA and

UNITA.
Polis

Although there was already a

" situation of civil war, there was

at this time a high level of partic-
pation. It fell only with the inter-
vention of the Stalinists, with the
bureaucratisation of the neigh-
bourhood committees. Once this
happened, the ‘high point’ of
participation was as low as the
10% turnout in May of this year
for the elections to the neigh-
bourhood committees.

These elections took place with
a united slate proposed by the
MPLA leadership, in which it
was a foregone conclusion that
the Stalinists would get posts. .

This 10% turnout is in stark
contrast with the earlier particip-
ation in the Popular Assemblies,
and in struggles and demonstrat-
ions. I am convinced that if the
workers didn’t go to the polls,
this was because of their lack of
oonfidence in the chances of
these committees taking action
ance they had been bureaucrat-
ised — not because of their lack
of awareness of the need for such

organs.

« The CAC: a Maoist group
which, together with the GRS, was
in the political leadership of the auto-
nomous workers' movement. Dist-
ancing themselves from Chinese for-
eign policy, they believed that the
MPLA could be transformed into a
‘Marxist-Leninist party’ and there-
fore worked within it. This made
them easy targets for the repression
in 'mid-1975, since when they have
retreated to classic sectarian Stalin-
ist positions. Linked to the Portugu-

Top: Angolan workers and peasants celebrate their victory over Portuguese col-
onialism. Top left: Angoltan President & MPLA leader Agostino Neto. Lower left:
Angolan guerillas before their victory. Centre: Children in an Angolan
aeighbourhood.

ing the MPLA. Several comrades

ese UDP, they now hardly exist.

level of participation always rose -

“IN COMMON with other wo-
men, we have met with more de-
feats than victories under the
Act” — General and Muncipal
Workers' Union. [From a study
by the Equal Pay and Opportun-
ities Campaign].

THE GROWING disillusionment
with the workings of the Equal
Pay and Sex Discrimination Acts
is beginning to cause Govern-
ment bodies some concern.
There is talk of strengthening the
legislation .in an attempt to re-
assure women and the trade un-

B ion movement that everything

can be solved by a few amend-
ments to the existing leg-
islation.

What has brought this about,.
and would a strengthened Equal

i Pay Act and Sex Discrimination

Act at long last give women

§ their rights?

The last ten years have wit-

: nessed a sharp increase in the

organisation and activity of wo-
men workers. The Equal Pay and
Sex Discrimination Acts were a

by-product of the fight that wo-
il men have waged in such historic

struggles as those at Fords,
GEC, and a thousand other work-
places.

The passing of the legislation
was a means to reassure women

i that their needs were being cat-

ered for and protected- by the
Government, that they had won.

their struggle and could now sit
% back and enjoy the benefits.

The reality is somewhat diff-

{ erent. Loopholes in the legisl-

ation have enabled the employ-
ers to manipulate and manoeuvre
around the Acts in such a wa
that not only are women not ben-
efitting, some are worse off than
they were before.

The legislation, has, however,
heightened the awareness of
women. It ‘legalised’ the idea
that women have a right to equal

¥ pay and opportunities. The Equal §

Opportunities Commission was
flooded out with enquiries and

complaints when the legislation” |

became law.
However, the Government not

only laid down precise definitions

of what counted as discrimin-
ation. It also laid down a certain
procedure that had to be followed
— the courts and industrial trib-
unals. (The courts deal with all
cases except those in the em-
ployment field, which are dealt
with by the Industrial Tribunals).

It was this procedure that the
women strikers and AUEW batt-
ered during the Trico dispute.
They boycotted the Tribunal and
completely disregarded it when it
found against them. They contin-
ued the strike and won, proving
that direct militant action is a
thousand times more effective
and powerful than the Tribunals.

T he victory had an effect. The
Government and media finally
had to concede that there were
inadequacies in the Acts and
something was badly wrong.

The strengthening of the Acts
should be supported. It is a con-
cession to women and will create
better conditions for taking the
fight forward. But the legislation
is one thing; how the Govern-
ment wishes to see it implem-
ented is another. Individual wo-
men may succeed in winning
their cases. Three cases have
been won on appeal since the vic-
tory at Trico.

However, our attitude to the
industrial tribunals must be gov-
erned by the fact that their over-
all purpose is to foster an in-
creasing reliance on the machin-
ery of the state and to stifle the
self-organisation of women. In-
creasingly attempts ar~ being
made to contain any outburst of
militancy, and to channel it
through set procedures, advant-
ageous to the Government and
the employers and policed by the
trade union bureaucracy.

A common myth is that the
Tribunals are completely neutral.

TRIBUNALS
SHAKEN UP

BY TRICO
VICTORY

that they merely arbitrate be-
tween employer and employee.
In reality, the structure and proc-
edure is completely geared to
the interests of the employers
and the ruling class. It is long,
complicated and costly, milit-
ating against working class wo-
men; with a lawyer (in the chair),
a management representative,
and a trade unionist on the Trib-
unal, it is heavily weighted ag-
ainst women and the working
class. Even if the trade union
representative is a supporter of
woinen’s rights — which is far
from certain — the legal profess-
ion and management are not
noted for their enlightened
attitude on women’s rights.

A woman who takes he case to
a Tribunal stands, alone before

the panel of ‘judges’. She does -

not have the collective strength
of her workmates around her.
The discrimination is treated
as an individualised case. Jackie
Bat-Isha took her case to a Trib-

v J e

unal. Cheddar Caves refused to
hire her as a guide. ‘‘The public
don’t like women guides’’. She
won and got £38 compensation
for travelling costs and ‘‘hurt
feelings’’. :

She attempted to argue that
the Tribunal must take action
against Cheddar Caves to stop
their discriminatory employment
policies. The Tribunal refused,
stating that they were only con-
cerned with her as an individual,
they were not interested in the
“proader question’’ of Cheddar
Caves. In this way the. fight for
equal pay and opportunities is
split into a thousand different
cases.

Findings
The anti-working class nature

of the Tribunals is indicated by
their findings. Out of 100 equal

pay cases, 20 were successful;

out of 20 Sex Discrimination Act:
cases, five. The intended word-
ings of the Acts have suddenly
taken on a completely different
meaning. ‘‘Broadly similar’’
work has become ‘identical’,
Sue Waddington was paid £400
fess than a man whose job she
created and supervised. The
Tribunal stated that she had
more responsibility, therefore
the jobs were not similar; and
she was refused equal pay!

Also used to maximum effect
has been the escape clause in the
Equal Pay Act which states that
it is not similar work if it can be
proved that there is a ‘material
diff~rence’.

In the Trico dispute, it was this

very clause which the Tribunal
used. They accepted the claim
of the employers that the fact
that the men had done night-
work constituted a material diff-
erence and that therefore the

women were not entitled to equal’

pay even though they were doing
the same job.

Rights

The Tribunal findings have
been completely contradictory,
almost always in the favour of the
employers. They are a block to
women fighting for their rights.
The Government and the em-
ployers know the demoralising
effects on women after a negat-
ive ruling. The fact that the
employers are given ‘legal’ back-
ing by the tribunal, plus the time
factor, means that it is. virtually
impossible to start any further
form of action. Even if a women
does win her case, the Tribun-
als have no teeth. Employers
cannnot be legally bound to
comply with the findings. Refus-
al to stop discriminatory practice
means for the employers a nom-
inal fine or being done for con-
tempt of court.

It is absolutely vital that if any
kind of industrial action is taken,
any attempt by the trade union
leadership to use the Tribunals
as a ‘soft’ option must be fought.
If the union goes ahead and takes
the dispute to a Tribunal during
such action, it is important to
argue that no reliance should
be put in them. The pickets
must remain at the gates and the
attempts to gain support from
the labour movement must be
stepped up.

Should we then advocate the
boycotting of the Tribunals in
every situation?

The Equal Opportunities
Commission survey, although
finding that many unions were
suspicious of the Tribunals,.
reported that the over-riding
feature was the lack of interest
and the ignorance shown by un-
ions. concerning discrimination
against women on the shopfloor.

““In most cases there is little
or no machinery whereby union
head offices can monitor the
problems. of their women mem-
bers on the shop floor level —
many do not even know whether
any of their members are taking
complaints to Tribunals!’’

For many women the sad real-
ity is that there is little trade
union organisation in their work-
place, and if there is, nine times
out of ten, the union will have
backward views when it comes
to taking up a fight over women’s
issues.

It is important to relate to the
levels of organisation and consc-
jousness within the labour move-
ment. To mouth the need to boy-
cott the industrial tribunals in
every situation is useless. In
many cases the trade unions will
be only too happy to oblige and
leave women to go to the Trib-
unals alone. The union at the EI-
ectrolux factory in Luton refused
to provide assistance to women
who took their case to a2 Tribona:.
stating thar it was their "*indmid-
ual decision’™” and nothing to d¢
with the union.
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though the moevement was led by a
reactionary, feudal king. Similarly,
in the case of the Ukraine he was

REPLY:

Acting

LET 'US FIRST recapitulate the ele-
ments of the Marxist theory of the
national question.

As trage comes to play an increas-
ing role, so (over a long period) the
unit for economic life extends from
the household, the village, the tribe,
..or the lord’s estate, to a larger

scale. The boundaries of these units
are chiefly determined by — and det-
ermine — ooodqraphz and commun-
ications, including the most import-
ant means of communication, anﬂ-
uage, and the forms of culture bulit
up round it.

The declisive stage in the develop-
ment of nations is the emergence of
capitallsm and the associated mass-
ive increase in trade, mobility of pop-
ulation, and communications gener-
ally. Then, as the "Communist Mani-
festo” puts it, ‘‘Independent, or but
loosely connected provinces with
separate interests, laws, govern-
ments and systems of taxation,
become lumped together into one
nation, with one government, one
code of laws, one national class-int-
erest, one frontier, and one customs-
tariff’’. National political institutions
— political parties, trade unions —
also arise

This development of nation-states
is progressive as against semi-
teudal particularism; it opens the
way to the advance of the forces of
production and the more extensive
organisation of the working class.
Thus Marx and Engels considered
progressive the struggles for the uni-
fication of Germany and Italy, and
;ln retrospect) the creation of a uni-

orm national market and state syst-

em by the French Revolution; and
when the Tory Dr Johnson declared
that ‘‘Patriotism Is the last refuge of
a scoundrel’’, he understood ‘patr-
iotism’, not as we would understand
it today, but as synonymous with»
democracy, radicalism, rule by the
- majority of the nation.

international trade develops even
before the flowering of capitalism;
and capitalism Itself creates a world
market and the close economic inter-
connection of every area of the
world. if capitalism developed in an
even, straight-line fashion, it would
long ago have progressed from the
nation-state to continental or worid-
wide state forms.

However, capitalism develops un-
evenly. Even ore the consolid-
ation of the classic nation-states of
Europe was complete, those states
were plundering and oppressing
large areas of Asia, ‘Africa, and Am-
erica.- Certain small nations in the
more advanced sectors — particul-
arly in Eastern Europe, but aiso Ire-
tand and Québec — also suffered the
fate of becoming economic and polit-
ical vassals of the major states,
rather than being Integrated into or
developing an autonomous state.

Provinces

In 8pain, there has been a peculiar
development where the massive in-
completeness of the bourgeois revol-
ution left the state as nothing more
than a collection of provinces held to-

ether by bureaucratic imposition of
the authority of Madrid. The national
question has remained alive, espec-
ially in Catalonia and Euzkadl
(though revolutionaries in those reg-

PAGE 6

Face the facts about
Scottish nationalism

prepared to s .
Ion:Iku support bourgeois nat

writings on the national question
Lenin or Trotsky use the backward
nature of the soclal group which was
pressing for national independence
to deny that group the right of self-
determination

Nationalism is precisely the ex-
pression of such a group’s desire to
improve its conditions. It may not be
the necessary expression —
but it is an advance.

Later on you appear to deny the
identity of Scotland as a nation. This

is asserted rather than proved —.

indeed, I would like to see you try to
rove it. Scotiand had a distinct
story, culture, religion, and form of
government up to the Act of Union in

1707. It was separited and develop-
ed independently frodetaln2

_longer and in a more advanced fash-

as the

ions do not fight for separation).
With the more-or-less complete
division of the world by -the major
capitalist states, by 1 — that s,
the epoch of imperialism — the nat-
ional question took a different asp-
ect. The nation-state has become
obsolete in comparison to the trem-
endous development of the forces of
production, but the rival bourg-
eoisies have been unable to transc-
end it. The best they have managed
is the feeble federalism of the EEC.
Thus the tension between the needs
of economic development and the
nation-state.framework has been ex-
pressed In the creation of colonial or
neo-colonial empires, and continual
disputes between rival imperialist

- bourgeoisies trying to expand their

empires at each other’s expense.
The two World Wars were the most
bloody of these disputes. .
‘National self-determination’ and
‘national defence’ have thus become
obsolete and reactionary slogans for
the major imperialist nation-states
of ‘Western Europe and America —
because In reality they mean the
‘determination’ and the ‘defence’ of
colonial or neo-colonial empires.
(A limited and partial exception to
this generalisation can be made for
the national question .in certain

- countries while they were overrun by

Germany durln? the second Worid
War — but that is a side-issue for the
present discussion).

Meanwhiie, however, since world
war 1 especially, the national quest-
ion has me a burning issue in
the oppressed nations. Marxists
believe- the nation-state is obsoiete;
yet we have supported dozens of
national liberation struggies. In
those struggles we fight for the
working class to take the lead, and
thus to take the struggle forward to
soclalist conclusions. Yet we support
the national liberation struggles ag-
alnst oppressor powers even if they
remain under the leadership of petty
bourgeois or bourgeois forces.

Nation-state

Why? The nation-state is obsolete
from the standpoint of world history.
But from the standpoint of nations,
or nascent nations, whose develop-
ment as nations has been aborted by
imperialism, it is far from obsolete.
They have no pros of emulating
the classic West European nation-
states, that is, of their statehood
being the basis for massive and org-
anic bourgeois development (though
some real development certainly is

ossible). However, the demand for
hese oppressed nations or semi-
nations to have their own govern-
ment is an elementary bourgeois-
democratic demand.

Bourgeols democr too, is de-
caying and obsolete. Yet Marxists
continue to fight for basic bourgeois-
democratic rights, because the more
such rights are achieved, the more
widely can the working class organ-
ise and the more clearly can it see
the fundamental class issues in soc-
lety. We are ultimately for a worid-
wide federation-of nations — but a
voluntary federation on the basis of
equality. Modern Imperialist nations
are — as a matter of economic law —
incapgble of establishing democratic
and equal links with ‘thira-woria
nations. Marxists therefore support
the struggles for national liberation
of oppressed nations. :

fon thah Ireland, and today that nat-
fonal legacy is still there.

A Scottish nationalist movement
has existed, in one form or another,
ever since the 18th century. Contrary
£ Tt iy o

0 oppose of
Union. mpSeoﬂhh t it-
self was heavily bribed to make it
docile to the wishes of the
government. Even so, one its
members claimed that there ‘“‘wasn’t
a man in Scotland who wished to see
the Union”. It was shortly after this
that the Jacobites rose up against the
English oppression. What could be
clearer than that that was a national-
ist revolt? .

Comrades, face the facts. The SNP
according to the latest electoral pro-
Jections, will sweep Labour out of
power in Scotland. I agree that that
will be so because of the failings of
the Labour government, but that is

catspaws of reaction

We do not cease to fight politic-
ally. against the nationalism of oppr-
essed natlons, any more than we
cease to combat the ideology of bour-
geois democracy. Indeed, our
‘support for national liberation
struggles derives not from any symp-
athy for nationalism, but from our
bitter opposition to the (anti-democr-
atic). nationalism of the oppressor
nation. To deny the right of one
nation to separate from another is to

andorse the ‘right’ of the dominant .

nation to control the dominated nat-
lon — it is thus to endorse the nat-
{onalism of the dominant nation.

What, asks comrade Hargreaves,
is the difference between Scotland
on the one hand, and Québec or
Ireland on the other? )

Scotland was certainly not a fully-
developed. nation prior to the Union
of 1707, still less so prior to the
‘regal union’ (the merging of the
monarchies of England and Scotland
into one person) of 1603. There was
no natlonal economic integration, no
common language, not even (as com-
rade Hargreaves suggests) a comm-
on religion.

through a re|

still ng. argument against moves for
Scottish independence. In a sense,
you recognise this by seeming will-
ing to accept that if the majority of
the Scottish people want independ-
ence by e?teulng thelr wishes
erendum, then you will
be prepared to let them have it... big
deal! In effect you are denying them
the justice of their case, while saying
that if they are duped into national-
ism all revolutionaries can do is
stand aside and let them get on with
it. For you, the sting in the tail of
that argument is that it condemns
revolutionaries to complete impot-
ence in the enormous debate that
will ce be taking place around
devolution and independence.

I find it ironic that the same issue
of Workers’ Action which contains
your reply also contains an article
snpporﬂtll‘g independence for Québec
For the life of me 1 cannot see any

and Hugh MacDiarmid’s crack-pated
ramblings were just about the high
points prior to today’s oil-fired SNP
exploits), and politicai institutions
— especially those of the working
class — have developed on an ali-

~ British, not Scottish, basis. Indeed

Scottish militants have often playod
a maljor role in the British labour
movement.

On an Austro-Marxist definition of

_ a nation — hlnﬂlng on some vague

concept of distinctive ‘culture’ —

Scotland might be characterised as a -

nation. With a Marxist method,
treating economic development and
class struggle as basic — no! And
if it is a nation, without doubt it is an

. oppressor nation.

omrade Hargreaves' comparison
of the Jacobite rebelllons of 1715 and
1745 with the Ethiopians’ war ag-
ainst ltalian Imperialism in the 193
is — to use the kindest word possible
— eccentric. (So also Is his compar-
ison with the Ukraine; but one thing
at a time). John Foster writes of the
Union showing ‘‘the need of English
capitalism at this difficult stage in its
development to gain the adhesion of
culturally similar forces elsewhere or
at least to ﬁrevent the inevitable alt-
ernative: the precipitation of feudal,

ASSOCIATION.
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The development since Union has
not been a colonial development,
but one of integration into the British
national economy. Even the Scots-
nationalist writer Tom Nairn concl-
udes that ‘‘Scotland had in Scott’s
own time left the category of ‘sub-
Ject nations’ for good and joined the
ranks of the ’'Imperialists’’’, and
notes “‘‘Scotland’s participation in
two centuries of Great-British- ex-
ploits, In the subjugation pf many
genulne ‘subject nations’ ' As re-
gards the dlistinctive economic char-
acteristic of Imgerlallsm, export of
capital, John Foster recoras that
‘it seems clear that Scotland contr-
ibuted far more than its share of the
British total’’ before 1914. Tpda¥,
one third of British finance capital-is
in Scotland, :

Some autonomous development of
soclal institutions — law, education
— does ist In Scotland. But this
is to be attributed to the notorious
un-radical nature of the British bour-

eois revolution, which leaves usf
also with such medieval remnants as
the monarchy and the House of
Lords. There Ys no serlous history of
national struggle In Scotland (the
Parliamentary efforts of the Ssottish
Home Rule Association in the 1880s

and aspir
summed up in & fow words. It aims at the protection, advancement,
P ipasi ical and political, of the Working Clasess.
As & means to this great end it will promote the establisbmant of
Yetween the manifold divisions of labour in BACH COUNTRY, and the co-
I ‘operation of the Working Classes of DIFFRRENT COUNTRIES.

. may be

highland-based counter-revolution’’.
The Jacobites represented just that
feud. . :unter-revolution. To the ex-
tcii. @ .at the rebellions were ‘‘nat-
ionalist’’ (which was not much: the
Pretenders aspired to the common
throne of Scotland and England;
the 1745 rebellion penetrated dee

into, and raised forces in, England;
and there were more Scots involved
In defeating the '45 than supportin

it) they represented the revoit o
particularism against bourgeois
economy. It was not one of the nat-

lonal-democratic movements. char- .

acteristic of European politics |
epoch, but just thg Opp&?ﬂe. ',‘ that

The case of Ethiopia, impelled into
revolt "against modern imperlalism
long before bourgeois-democratic
movements would organicaily have
developed there, is something quite
different. Certainly, for example,

Halle Selassie lald no claim to be.

Km? of italy!

It comrade Hargreaves wants to
make comparisons with Italy, It
would be nearer the mark to compare
the war of 1860 in which Garibaldi
defeated Francis Il and made poss-
ible the integration of the Kingdom
of the Two Sicilies into a united ltaly.
Francis il previously had plans ¥0

" inaudible ‘criticism

fundamental differences between
the Scottish and Québecois nation-
alist movements... and 1 suspect
most.of your readers can’t either.
Surely, comrades, this shows the
pedantic nature of your arguments
against Scottish nationalism. Wake
up, comrades. Nationalism is sweep-
ing Scotland: revolutionaries sl
be linked to that movement by offer-
ing it critical support. If you don’t
change your line, Scottish readers of
Workers’ Action will not be swimm-
ing against the stream — they’ll
be swept away by the flood that is
moving in the right direction. _
RICHARD HARGREAVES.

invade the North; atter unification
there were substantial revolts, led
by priests and agents of Francis Il,
in the South; and even today the-
South is a deprived area of Italy.
Would comrade Hargreaves consider
King Francis !l to be the leader of a
natlonalist movement to be support-
ed against Garlbaldi? Or would he
define Southern italy as a nation?

One statement, and a wildly Inacc-
urate one at that, from a member of
the Scottish Parlilament, scarcely
stands as evidence of massive. po,
ular opposition to Union — certainly
‘not If put against the lack of serious
popular anti-Linionist  aaitation.
#Also, most importantly,
there is no &viaence at ail ot the
Union establishing an imperial/col-
onial relation between England and
Scotland at all comgarable to Italy’s
to Ethiopia. John Foster firmly de-
clares that it was a non-colonlal re-
lationship, ‘‘a position of near part-
nership, the resuit of a careful graft-
ing of one capitalist economy and
culture onto another’’. Tom Nairn
concedes ‘‘the rapid progress of
Scotland’s new, bourgeois civil soc-
lety’’, ‘‘in the extremely favourable
conditions of the Union’’. ‘“‘Few,
even among perfervid nationalists,
would regret that the country escap-
ed so0 sharply from the age of witch-
burning and feudal futility’’.

What of Québec and Ireland? They
were subjugated by  colonial con-
quest. They have a distinct economic
and geographic identity — not of a
fully-developed nation-state, obvi-
ous! K They have a distinct Iangua?e
(in the case of Québec), distinct reli-
gion and culture (for the majority,
at least), distinct political institut-
ions, and a militant history of nation-
al struggle.

atlonai inaependence (and nat-

fonal unity in the cgse of Ireland) is

an essential democratic demand on

the read of clearly uniting the prolet-

arlats of those nations against their
‘own’ bourg::lslee.

in the ttish . case, separation

- would hinder the unity of the work-

ing class. It Is on that consideration,
and on no ‘pedantry’, that our policy
ls based.

Right direction?

It comrade Hargreaves wants an
example from Canada, he would find
abetter analogy in Canadian- nation-
allsm (which Is a stron feellnf. dir-
ected against the USA), or in the
separatist sentiments omergln? |
some Canadian provinces like British
Columbla. Would he consider those
.to be ‘in the right direction’ too?

“Revolutionaries who argue against
Scottish particularism, while conced-
ing the general right to self-deter-
mfnntlon, are no more condemned to
‘complete impotence’ than revol-
utionaries who likewise upheid an
internationalist policy aﬁalmt strong

pular feeling 'py saying workers
should vote ‘‘no'’ In the EEC refer-
endum. (Thougl: if comrade Har-
eaves I8 log i, he wiil ‘conglude
at the ‘no’ vote, being nationalist,
was also ‘in the right direction’),
On the contrary, those would=-be rev-
olutionaries who arque (aibeit with
~ for . Scottish

separatism are condemning them-
selves to be the catspaws of reaction.
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- duction going’’.

. to the convenor’s position.

‘far as they were concerned. Despite
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ACAS and

Ryder men
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THE ANTI-WORKING CLASS nat-
ure of the government’s Advisory,
Conciliation and Arbitration Service
(ACAS) was quite clearly shown in
last.week’s decision by the Birming-
ham (ndustrial Tribunal, finding
against victimised Leyland. Canley
shop steward Jack Sprung.

Jack was sacked last April for ali-
egedly inviting a film crew into the
Leyland Canley plant during the
work-in, and using a production
car as a ‘get-away vehicle’ to
smuggle them out, avoiding security
police. Since then .Jack has been on
the dole and waiting for this hearing.

The chairman of the Tribunal, Mr
Robert Chapman, claimed that Brit-
ish Leyland were justified in sacking
Jack, saying ‘‘the only reason for
having the film crew inside the fact-
ory was to give adverse publicity to
British Leyland. The purpose app-
eared to have been to show that man-
agement were interfering with the
proper production of cars while
workers were keen. on keeping pro-

So, the crime is knocking the Brit-
ish Leyland management! But the
Financial Times has been doing that
week in, week out, for years — and
even the Ryder report is not very
complimentary. Perhaps criticism
from workers is a different matter!

As for what the film crew was
supposed to have shown: it is
common knowledge in the Canley
plant and indeed in the Coventry
area that the best cars ever to have
come out of Triumph Canley came
out during the work-in when the
workers were in control, and all man-
agement did was to try to sabotage
the operation.

The film crew were, then, showing
the truth, unlike the popular press
and the television, which had hyster-
ical reports about vandalism and an-
archy. Local reporters got into the
plant illegally during the work-in
— they still told lies, and, surprise,
surprise, were not chased off by the
security police.

In fact this is not the first time dur-
ing Jack Sprung’s 26 years at Ley-
land Canley that the bosses have
tried to sack him. He is known as one
of the finest militants in the Coventry
area; and stakes are getting higher
now. Jack Sprung.opposed the Ry-
der workers’ participation pian,
and got the Canley plant to turn it
down against the recommendation
of Eddie McGarry, TGWU convenor
and secretary of the Leyland shop
stewards combine committee.

Jack Sprung was also known to
have been successful in organising
the work-in. With Jim Griffin,
AUEW convenor, leaving the plant,
Jack could well have been elected

Several Canley shop stewards —
even stewards from the security
police — spoke in Jack Sprung’s
favour at the Tribunal. His own gang
stated that they had no intention of
electing a new steward, since Jack
Sprung was still their steward as

this overwhelming support from the
shop floor, the Tribunal found for the

mpany. -
It is significant that the AUEW in
Coventry, right-wing and vicious
with it, gave Jack no backing.
Eddie McGarry cooled down the
shop floor, saying ‘‘he’ll be OK with
arbitration’’. -
No wonder that some people sa

that workers’ participation is class
coliaboration. And the same lesson
goes for ACAS. This or that individ-
val anomalous case may ba won at
ACAS. But in any serious fight,
we need to rely on our. collective
strength, as the Trico workers did to
win their strike, deliberately ignor-
ing the bosses’ tribunal.

DAVE SPENCER

LEFT

STUDENTS

FACE UP
TO TORY

CHALLENGE

EITHER THE revolutionary left will
go on the offensive, with a fight for
a political, cam union, or
the Federation of Conservative Stud-
ents (FCS) will be fair set for a field
day at the National Union of Stud-
ents Conference on 10-12 December
in Blackpool. .

Some 100 delegates and observers
ﬂthered at a conference called by

anchester Poly Students’ Union,

on 4th December, "For a Fighting, .

Campaigning NUS", preparing a left
challenge to the Broad Left-domin-
ated NUS Executive. .

-For a long while, the Executive
has been fighting the increasing
number of disaffiliations from NUS
on the basis that disaffiliation means
the loss of cheap NUS travel serv-
ices. With the collapse of the NUS
travel and printing service comp-

TRIBUNALS

SHAKE-UP

CONTINUED FROM
CENTRE PAGE
Such attitudes must be fought

“against. If unions are not pre-

pared to support their women
workers in the fight for equal pay
and opportunities, a first step in
changing that can be a fight for
the union to provide financial and
legal assistance to women forced
to take their cases to Tribunals.
Also, any positive rulings must
be seen as a green light to apply
the findings to all similar cases.

In such cases, taking the case
to the Tribunal can help mobilise
women workers in the union, not
demobilise them.

However, there is one instance
where it would be impermissible
to use the Tribunals. Since they
are capitalist state institut-
ions, they are hostile to the
independent organs and activity
of the working class. This means
that we are against ever taking a
.trade union to them for discrim-
inatory policies.

Such policies obviously exist.
The National Graphical Associat-
ion did not allow women to be-
come compositors.

The only effective way of com-
batting such policies is to wage a
struggle ' inside the union to
combat the chauvinism which -
exists. If we take the unions
to court, the court may find in
favour of an individual woman;
but it would also provide the
state with an opportunity to
weaken the organisations of the
class and would therefore be in
the long run against the interests
of working class women as a

whole. PAT LONGMAN

ONE YEAR ON FROM
THE

SEX DISCRIMINATION
ACT

+— ARALLY FOR
WOMEN*S RIGHTS

February 26th
Palace,

11am,
at Alexandra
London.

NUS President Charles Clarke

anies, the ground has been cut out
from under their feet.

The FCS generally (though not
FCS Wales) is opposed to disaffil-
ation. It hopes to use the travel serv-
ices crash to unseat the Broad Left
and prepare the way for its own dom-
ination of NUS. And ff it fails to do

_that, it could well stop opposing dis-

affiliation.
The FCS will probably opt for a
national federation of local student

. travel bureaus. This in no way takes

nl;n the problem of the 200 workers
who have been sacked — or the
principle of whether the NUS should
make itself a capitalist entreprenéur.

NUS must be committed to cam-
paigning for the nationalisation of
the NUS service companies, under
workers’ control, thus guarantee-
ing re-employment for the sacked
workers — and also for the national-
isation without compensation and
under workers’ control of the whole
travel industry.

Most of these points were incorp-
orated in a resolution passed at
Manchester for submission to the
Blackpool conference. It also called
for a vote of no confidence in all the
NUS Exec members bar Andy Durg-
an and Graham Threlfall, the only
ones to vote against the redund-
ancies and for the nationalisation
of the travel services.

DAVE JEWSON

- *Critique” conference on "The Working

‘ ‘Red Lion Square, London WC1. .

Small ads are free for labour movement ev-
ents. Paid ads, 8p per word; block ads, £5
per column inch. Send copy to ‘Events’,
49 Carnac St, Londoa SE27, to arrive by Fri-
day for inclusion in the following week’s
paper.

FRIDAY 10 DECEMBER. RCG Manchester
public meeting, "Women’s. Oppression
under Capitalism”. 7.30pm at the Basement
Theatre, Town Hall Extension, Albert Sq.

FRIDAY/SATURDAY 10-11 DECEMBER.

Class and Political Change in Eastern
Europe”. Speakers Bill Lomax, Eugene
Smolar, Jan Kavan, Ivan Hartel, Edmund
Baluka. 7pm on Friday 10th and 9.30am on
Saturday 11th, at Friends House, Euston
Road, London NW1,

SATURDAY 11 DECEMBER. Picket against
the deportations of Philip Agee and Mark
Hosenball. Noon, Home Office, Whitehall. -

MONDAY 13 DECEMBER. "Agrarian Re-
form in Portugal”, meeting organised by the
Solidarity Campaign with the Portuguese
Working Class. 7.30pm at Conwady Hall,

MONDAY 13 DECEMBER. Manchester
Workers’ Action readers’ meeting on
"Women’s Liberation". 8pm at the People’s
Centre, Moss Lane East, Moss Side.

TUESDAY 14 DECEMBER, Cardiff Work-
ers’ Action readers’ meeting on "The
Struggle in Southern Africa”. 7.30pm at the
Rhymney Hotel, Adam St, Cardiff.

WEDNESDAY 14 DECEMBER. Central
London Workers' Action forum: "2, The
Erfurt Programme and the Second Inter-
national”, 8.45pm at the 'George’', Liver-
pool Rd, London N1.

advertisement
Public statement on the split within the Rev-
olutionary Communist Group: What are the
political differences that underlie the ex- -
pulsion of nearly half the membership of the
RCG? This statement by the expelled mem-
bers — now the Revolutionary Co '
Tendency — explains the real issues at
stake. Copies of the statement and more in-
formation- available from John Hill, 103
Helix Rd, London SW2. Send s.a.e.

advertisement .
Internationai-Communist
League
Public Meeting

"THE STRUGGLE IN
SOUTHERN AFRICA”

Speaker: Tom Harrison. 7.30
at the Roebuck, Tottenham
Court Road. 12th December

o

“RED WEEKLY"’, In its editorial of

25th November, argues against the.

demand raised by 70 Labour MPs for
a referendum on devolution or ind-
ependence for Scotland.

‘““For - these worthies’’, "Red
Weekly" exclaims, ‘‘the 'national
question’ is something which arises
in the colonial world like Vietnam or
Angola, or as part of the struﬂ‘le
against autocracy, in the shape of the
struggle of the Basque nation ag-
ainst Francoist oppression.

*‘But the national struggle in Ire-
land, the sweeping victory of the
Parti Québecois in Canada and the
likelihood of similar victories for the
SNP in the next General Election
have brought the national question
into the heart of the so-called
‘advanced democracies’ .

‘‘These worthies'’, it must be
said, are surely less confused on the
national question than Red Weekly.

The ‘national question’ has been
“in the heart of the so-called ‘adv-
anced democracies’’’ for some time.
The propaganda of ‘national inter-
est’, ‘our’ Empire, ‘our’ war effort,
has been dinned into workers’ ears
for decades. There is a strong and
growing political party basing itself
on the ‘national question’ — it is
called the National Front. .

"Red Woeekly' itself remarks on
how many left Labour leaders ‘‘wav-
e[d] the Union Jack so enthusiastic-
ally during the EEC campaign again-
st ‘foreign’ rule from Brussels’’
— while; with sickening heydpocris ,
omitting to mention that ' Red Week-
ly’ also waved that Union Jack, only
trying to emphasise the red seg-
ments of the flag and conceal the
blue segments with hammers-and-
sickles and ‘‘United Socialist States
of Europe’’ insignia.

'Red Weekly’ seems to see the
rise of the national question in the
‘‘so-called- 'advanced democrac-
ies’’’ — the oppressor nations of the
world, in plain English — as a great
revolutionary advance. Just the opp-
osite is true.

What a socialist MP should do on
the ‘devolution’ debate is this. He or
she should state loudly and emphat-
ically that he/she condemns tt-
ish particularims and will set about
campaigning in the Scottish labour
movement against that particular-
ism and for a class response to the
issues — cuts, housing, wages —
fuelling it. At the same time he/she
will declare that he/she upholds
the right of the Scottish people to
self-determination. He/she will boy-
cott any Westminster parliamentary
vote on ‘devolution’ and insist the
question should be decided by demo-

XeNiek

Red Weekl)

waves the

wrong flag
- again

craticl consultation ?if tlr‘w Sce
e — i.e., practically, a |
mﬂm, in Scotiand.

This was the attitude Lenin
lined in reply to a protest again:
policy that Polish Marxists sof
oppose independence for Polan
Great-Russian Marxists o
support Poland’s right to oe
from the Tsarist empire. An of
ent asked which way a Marxist v
vote in a Russian parliament if
were a majority in Poland for ir
endence. The whole point of
determination, said Lenin, was
it was not for the Russian p
ment to decide whether Polan
ceded or not.

Eilsewhere Lenin commends
Swedish socialists for uphoidin
right of the majority of the Nos
ian people (expressed in a |
endum) to independence
Sweden.

. '"Red Weekly’ says that a 1
endum blocks self-determing

‘That is-obviously true of a refe

um over England, Scotland,
Wales, as proposed by the 70 |
but not of a referendum in Scot
The bourgeois-democratic rigt
seif-determination presupposes
we. find out how the (bourg
democratic) majority wishes to
ermine itself’. That means eitt
vote in an elected Assembly (v
does not exist) or a referendum.

Certainly a referendum, like
other bourgeois-democratic pr
ure, is likely to be manipuk
Certainly we condemn any
manipulation. Certainly, also,
condemn the collaboration of
devolution Labour MPs with
devolution Tory MPs. We are
ainst devolution because we ar
the unity of the labour movemes
and you cannot campaign for
unity of the labour movemen
tandem with Tories!

Workers’ Action is for the rig
self-determination — and for
Scottish peorle using that rig
maintain unity with England.
determination includes the rigi
refuse a separate Parliament as
as the right to have a separate
iament.

That is, we are for a referendu
Scotland, for an anti-devolution
in that referendum, and for res
ing the majority will e)‘(xreuu
that referendum. 'Red Weekly
its anxiety to coat-tail reactions
Scottish nationalism, rejects (ay
ently) any referendum, and thu
jects self-determination in favos
foisting nationalist demands on
Scottish peopie whether they i
or not.

BASINGSTOKE, BIRMINGHAM, BRISTOL
CAMBRIDCE, CARDIFF, CHELMSFORD,
CHESTER, COVENTRY, EDINBURGH,
HUDDERSFIELD, LEICESTER, LIVERPOOL
LONDON, MANCHESTER, MIDDLESBROUGH
NEWCASTLE, NEWTOWN, NORTHAMPTON.
NOTTINGHAM, READING,

ROCHDALE, SHEFFIELD, STAFFORD, STOKE

Werite for details of meetings and activities to:
WASG, 49 Carnac Street, London SE27
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the cuts !

15,000 WORKERS In the Midiand

took part in a 24-hour strike against i

the cuts on December 1st. 3,000
joined in a demonstration through
Birmingham, and 55,000 were inv-
olved in other actions, such as bans
on overtime or working to rule.

The actions were organised at
NUPE area level as part of the nat-
lonal NUPE campaign against the
cuts in soclal spending. So far the
Midlands has seen the cancell-

ation of bullding projects, natural &

wastage of jobs, services allowed to

g”"

deteriorate, and looming redund- |/

ancles. _
Many of the workers on the Birm-
ingham demonstration were school
anclllary workers; hospitais, road
maintenance, and other services
were also affected by the stoppage.
Following up from November 17th
NUPE Head Office has Instructed
the areas to ‘carry on a campaign
against the cuts which includes org-
anising around:
* No covering;
¢ No extra work without appropr-
iate extra pay;
¢ No re-arrangement of rotas;
o No rest day working and no
overtime; and
o Opposition to all cuts.
The areas are also advised to set

F

up local committees against the cuts
to be supported by local Labour
Parties and to organise demonstr-
ations and other actions In their
areas. -

The massive response to the Mid-
lands day of action, like November
17th, shows that any sort of fighting
‘lead will bring a rank and file resp-
onse. The questions now need to be
asked: Why don’t other unions join
NUPE In these actions? [Some
TGWU members did take part in the

union made a mobilisation an ore
near like NUPE’s]. Why does not
NUPE openly call for a national
‘fight the cuts’ committee of all the
trade union bodles who supported
November 17th, plus the Labour
Party NEC? Why does NUPE still
support the 412% wage limit, twin
sister of the cuts? Why does NUPE
not make a call for an emergency
Labour Party conference to call the
Government to order on the cuts?

The price of double murder— £150...
so long as you're white! | |

WORKERS' ACTION no. 19 (May 27)
carried a report of how two black stud-
ents were knifed to death in a street
atack by four white youths in Wood-
ford, East London. Last week, at the
rial of the four, the courts revealed
themselves as scandalously racist,
aperating a dual standard on. young
offenders. Three of these vicious thugs
were fined £150 and given suspended
six month sentences — the fourth was

BIRMINGHAM
UNIVERSITY

TRIES TO SMASH
ASTMS TECHNICIANS

ASTMS TECHNICIANS at Birmingham Uni-
versity are on official strike, demanding an
extra five days’ holiday a year. This extra 5
days was included in the agreement made
between the workers and the universities
nationally in 1974, and was even agreed by
the s‘mmt's conciliation  service,
ACAS.

It has already been implemented by sev-
eral universities, but the Birmingham Univ-

rial relations officer’, has offered many
‘arguments’ on this, the latest ebing that it
is outside the social contract.

striking tech-
They point out that the dispute is not just
about lwhdaysﬂ:luswe cuts are coming on
management is trying to
use the dispute to weaken and demoralise
ASTMS, the most militant union on the
Thus, victory for the ASTMS technicians
the interests of all campus unions
including the AUT and the NUS, and should
be supported by all workers and students.
Messages of support and donations to:
Gordon Darkes, Birmi University
ASTMS, ton Park Rd, Edgbaston,
Birmingham. M HOYLE

“detained during Her
pleasure’’. :
Significantly, the trial was rigged to
load the guilt onto the~¥oungest of the-
- four. Alan Jones, aged 16. He was sent

10 borstal, while the 19-year old acc-
omplices got off lightly. Jones is supp-
osed, according to the story that the
“ court chose to believe, to have produc-
ed the knife and killed the two men,
while his companions were ‘shocked’
to find that he even had the knife.
They were sentenced for ‘making an

affray’.

That Chelmsford ' Crown Court
should swallow such a story from a
gang of racialist hoodlums erods the
credibility of ‘British Justice’. But
when this is placed against the words
it Judge Morris on the subject of
muggings’ in South London, the very
notion of ‘impartiality’ fades away.
Handing out prison sentences of up to
seven years on six members of a gang,
the Judge declared that Brixton and
Clapham had been ‘‘peaceful, safe,
and agreeable’’, until immigrants mov-
ed in and turned them into a high crime
area. He went on to go as near as he
could to advocating racial ‘vigilante’
squads. If he would not have approved
of the Woodford murders, and the
murder that came in Southall shortly
afterwards, he would at least have

Majesty’s

dealt lightly with them, as did Chelms-
ford Crown Court last week. .

Violence against be individual is
abhorrent. It is bred by the niiserable
conditions of bad housing, under-fin-
anced education and mass unemploy-
ment that face youth as British capital-
ism tightens all the screws it can in
its attempt to survive competitively.
But the courts are prepared to deal
with the murder of blacks by whites as
an accident. They ‘‘only meant to give
them a bit of stick... to rough them up”’
as the court heard.

When the situation is reversed, it
is a totally different matter. Not that
the identification of ‘mugger’ with

‘black’ makes any sense anyway. .

The term ‘mugging’ has no precise
meaning, and areas of high incidence
of violent street crime include Glas--
gow with very few black inhabitants.
The Infamous comments of Judge
Morris do have a lesson, if and only if
their intention is reversed. While
whites have the dublous protection on
the streets of a police force which is
demonstrably racist, potential black
victims, like those in Woodford and
Southall, can only rely on their own
self-defence. We must build active
labour movement support for that
black self-defence.
' BOB SUGDEN

Midlands day of action; but no hof

THE WORK-IN and occupation to
prevent the closure of the Elizabeth

B Garrett Anderson hospital for wo-
men Is continuing. The health serv-
dl ice is running-as normal, with the

workers monitoring those entering
and leaving the hospital, ready to
stotp any equipment being moved
out.

David Ennals has announced that
the remaining the in-patients should
be moved to the Whittington Hospit-
al by the end of the year. The EGA
workers are demanding the Area
Health Authority and the DHSS$S
should enable the hospital to contin-
ue on its present site by mending
the lifts and carrying out the necess-
ary repairs.

This Saturday, December 11th,
the EGA joint stewards’' committee
have called a conference to discuss
the occupation and how to fight
hospital cuts throughout London:
All organisations of health workers
and the broader labour movement
are invited to send representatives
at: The New Ambassadors Hotel
(The Gold Room), Upper Woburn
Place, London WC1 (11am to 4pm).

With 120 hospitals threatened in
London alone, it is vital to support
this occupation.

IRANIAN STUDENTS’

HUNGER STRIKES
IN 6 COUNTRIES

AN UNLIMITED HUNGER STRIKE by 20

members of the Confederation of Iranian

students (CISNU) began in London on
December 1st. The hunger strike is in pro-
test against the detention of two Iranians
in France, accused of the attempted assass-
ination of Homayoun Keykavousi, head of
the Iranian secret police (SAVAK) in
France, on November 2nd. Hunger strikes
are now going on in France, Italy, Germany,
Austria, Sweden and the USA.

A number of Iranian students were arr-
ested in France, four were deported and
two of them detained and charged with the
shooting. An organisation called the ‘Reza
Rezai International Brigade’ has claimed
responsiblity for the assassination attempt,
but denies the detained s ts were in-
volved. The CISNU believes that the stud-
ents are innocent.

The two students were identified by a
policeman, brigadier Coctem, who was
wounded during the incident, and all he
could see was *‘a resemblance between the
silhouette of the first gunman and that of
Takbiri”’ (one of the students).

The local magistrate ruled that one of the
students should be released, but this was
over-ruled by the public prosecutor. It is
clear that the French authorities — who
have important economic deals with the
Iranian regime — are victimising Iranian
oppositionists. Otherwise why the four
deportations?

The CISNU are demanding -that the
French authorities either put the students on
trial, or, if they have no evidence against
them, that they release them immediately.

MARIAN MOUND

Cuts: VWe're halfway there in Bury!

“HE CALLS US to revolt and fight with him
for what is just and right’* — the old Sunday
School text written on the blackboard at Elm
Street School was taken up with force and
energy on‘Tuesday 30th November as the
Bury Action Group discussed the closure of
Sefton Street Day Centre for the Handi-
capped and Elderly of Whitefield, Bury.

The council had hoped to axe 11% (£320,
000) from its social services budget in
July, but because of the cuts Action Group’s
campaign Radcliffe Day Nursery, Whittle
Pike Adult Training Centre and Hillcrest
hostel have already been saved from clos-
ure. And because of the official “‘non-
cooperation’’ action of NUPE and NALGO,
the other cuts have been frozen.

But some cuts were hard to freeze.
You can’t force the Treasurer to make out a
cheque to heep the old people’s Luncheon
Clubs going. The Scrooges on the Council
have so far managed to save £20,000 by
refusing the traditional Christmas treats.
and parties for old people, and withdraw-
ing their holiday grants. Several months

ago, also, the council managed to close an

0Md People’s Home and a Day Centre for the
elderly.

At the 30th November meeting, one
woman told us that she was partially blind,
had suffered epilepsy for years, and had
undergone 40 operations. She lives alone
and the only time she goes out of the house
and sees anyone is to go two days a week to
Sefton Street Day Centre.

The main concern of the meeting was -

the Council’s immediate plans to close Seft-
on St within two weeks of NALGO lifting
their ban on cooperation with the cuts,
and the NALGO AGM was this week. A
picket of support for NALGO’s action was

organised for their AGM, and NALGO has -

now deferred their decision to another
special branch meeting. Clearly, how-
ever, some stronger action is needed to force
the council to stop the cuts, for non-cooper-
ation is simply a delaying tactic, and all the
time the old people are kept in suspense.

On 4th December 120 people turned out
in freezing weather in support of Sefton St.
The next step has yet to be organised. The

users of the Day Centre are adamant that
they will fight to the end to keep it open, and
the staff there and the Action Group snpfon
them in this. A work-in along the lines of the

Elizabeth Garrett Anderson hospital is obv-

iously a possibility.

We now need ambulance drivers to refuse
to move people from Sefton St, Direct Works
department to refuse to close the building,
and so on. The Trades Council & Labour
Party cuts coordinating committee needs to
report speedily and get the message across
to all Bury trade unionists that the cuts do
affect them, that the running down of the
social services means a cut in their living
standards. We need to carry on showing the
way to the rest of the country.

Cuts such as Bury's will happen else-
where. But they can be fought — delayed —
and finally reversed — if people begin to
wrganise against them.

We're half-way there in Bury,.and still/

fighting!
. SUE ARNALL
[Bury Actiow Group & Bury CLP]

GRUNWICKS:
STRAIGHT OUT OF
THE DICKENS ERA

THE STRIKE of mainly Asian and
West Indian workers at Grunwicks in
North West London is now entering
its 15th week, and looks like It will
continue for some time yet.

The management, having agreed
to let the government conciliation
service, ACAS, ballot the workforce,
turned round on November 22nd
and refused to allow ACAS to con-
duct the ballot on the disputed

estion of unlon recognition.

runwicks bosses did not want the
strikers ballotted, saying they had
been sacked and so were not legally
part of the workforce.

Now management have sought
legal advice and may go to Court
over the issue.

The Grunwicks bosses sacked
these strikers (in breach of the Em- -
ployment Protection Act) for trying
to organise a union to end the sweat-
shop conditions and low wages.
As Laurle Pavitt MP said, the man-
agement could have been lifted from
straight out of the Dickens era.

There is not guarantee that they
will -even accept the ACAS ruling
unless it is in their favour. o

it is essential for a swift victory
that the Union of Post Office Work-
ers (UPW) must refuse to handle
mall for the firm, and other work-
ers should black the company and
its subsidiaries. The strikers need §
money and they need support on the |
plcket line. ) : i

A defeat at Grunwicks would be a
humiilation for the labour movement
and a severe blow to black workers
who are attempting to organise ag-
ainst similar bad pay .and condi-
tions. It hras been a bitter fight in
difficult . circumstances, but Grun-
wicks strikers are standing firm and
intend to stay out until they win.

robert)

ised four weeks redundancy pay for svery-
one evesn if they are new to the firm. And
some of our men bave been bere for 40
years’’,

However, those who are sow bappy to
accept the saccharine-coated sack will find
it difficuit to get a job in the Wi
area ond virtually impossible to work iu the
this when be negotiated the deal sobich
ﬂk’uhﬁc%luersdde plans: I think

Sfuture is grim and we feel a lot of onr
members will sever be employed i the
trade agam. Some of the older members
will never be able to work again and the rest
of us will bave a struggle to remain employ-
ed. I'm only in my thirties but there is mo
m&mdajobjmmwbulm“, be

JOE MACDONALD

BILL JONES, regional deputy general secr-
overturned

ington ward [at swhich Lee and Massey took
over the posts of chairman and secretary,
and for malpractice at which they wereé sus-
pended], has been ruled umconstitutional,
and ants-Prestice activists Rick Probett and
Jobw Plant have been reinstated,

Furth e ‘visitor’ f Oxford
CT:P,]MLum',_nobombamtdtbcn'gbt

as part of a concerted attempt by Prestice
suppoﬂmd bgn’.m&do’f&m]ﬂ
ward. “LH.
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